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Maine Robotics has been
selected by the Bangor Savings
Banks' Community Matters
More program. Sixty-eight nonprofits from around the state have
been selected to compete for
eight $5,000 awards, one in each
of eight regions around the state.
How can you help? By voting for
Maine Robotics at the CMM
website. Each person, no matter
the age, can vote once anytime
during February. So vote, get
your kids, friends, family to vote.
Post on Facebook or Twitter it

Summer Robotics Camp Season is
now open for registration!
Check out our schedule on line. We've
got a new camp in Islesboro and a
second week in Bar Harbor and two in
Auburn as well, and a new week at both
the Cole Transportation Museum in
Bangor and one week at the Owls Head
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out there.
Visit our website for more
information!
Or go visit Community Matters
More and VOTE for Maine
Robotics!

Transportation Museum, so don't miss
out. NOTE: Auburn and Camden are
in the planning stages but haven't been
confirmed yet, sorry about the delay.
We have beginner, mixed and
advanced camps. Check out
http://camps.mainerobotics.org for
more information and to register.

Maine Robotics Track Meet Season
is now OPEN!
May 3rd - Ellsworth
Elementary/Middle School
May 10th - Messalonskee Middle
School in Oakland
May 17th - Memorial Middle
School in South Portland
Build your robots and bring them to the
meets to see how you do against
teams from all over Maine. Ten
different events to try for! Visit the
Track Meet website at
http://trackmeets.mainerobotics.org for
more information and to register.

Canadian Lynx, picture from
Wikipedia (photo credit: Michael
Zahra)
I was reading about the Canadian Lynx
here in Maine this week and thought I'd
share some information about this
animal and it's close cousin the Bobcat.
Both animals are found in Maine,
although the lynx is found almost
exclusively in the North Western corner
of the state, while the bobcat can be
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found through out the state. Both
animals belong to the Lynx genus.
There are only four members in the
Lynx Genus and we have the two
smallest ones here in Maine. Both the
Canadian lynx and the bobcat run in the
20-30 pound range and are 2-1/2 to 3
feet long. The females are typically
smaller than the males and individual
size can vary significantly (gee a lot like
people).
The 2nd Annual Pine Tree District
FIRST Robotics Competition is
getting ready to go, with 40 teams
coming from around New England for
the 2 day event at the Lewiston Colisee
on April 4th and 5th. Robot teams have
been working for the last 4 weeks
building their great robots and have just
two more weeks before they have to
stop building and start competing!
Offered by the Robotic Institute of
Maine, this high school competition is
the top of the ladder for robot programs
here in Maine. Teams of high school
students run what amounts to a small
company as they design, build, and
program their robots. This year the
robots will be moving large 2 foot
diameter balls around the field, with
extra points if they can pass them (on
the ground, directly, or through the air)
to other members of their alliance.
Alliances are made of 3 teams who
then compete against an alliance of
another 3 teams.
So visit their webpage, and plan on
going to see some of the action in April.
There is no charge to go and watch

These much larger cousins to the
house cat are shy and feed mostly on
small animals. The Canadian lynxes
favorite food is the hare while the
bobcat eats a slightly wider variety of
things. But either will take what is
available even small deer they come
across.
The easiest way to tell a bobcat from a
lynx, is the lynx typically has longer rear
legs and tufts of hair sticking up from
it's ears. The bobcat also has more
distinguished black bands on its legs.
The Eurasian Lynx is the largest of the
lynx genus and can grow to 40-60
pounds.
Where does the Canadian Lynx lie in
the classification of things?
Kingdom: Animalia (animals)
Phylum: Chordata (with a
backbone)
Class: Mammalia (that are
mammals)
Order: Carnivora (meat eaters)
Family: Felidae (the cats)
Genus: Lynx (from the Greek for
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these big robots (up to 150 pounds) as
they race around the playing field.
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shining eyes or sharp sighted)
Species:
Canadian Lynx is Lynx
Canadensis (something
about Canada)
Bobcat is Lynx Rufus
(rufus meaning reddish)
Maybe you'll be lucky enough to see
one of these fascinating animals in the
wild... but remember they are wild and
have sharp ends to them... And a 30
pound wild cat would not be something
to mess with.
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